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reacting gases within a given volume. The melting of
the walls will permit the immediate expansion of the hot
gases, and the temperature will inevitably fall.

As all these undesirable events will have taken place
long before the temperature has been given a chance to
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FIGURE 27

A dream of a subatomic  motor.  No walls  will, however,  withstand

such heat.

rise to the necessary high values, it is very difficult to see
how thermonuclear reactions can be forced to go on under
laboratory conditions. This miracle, at least, would seem
to be beyond the powers of modern technique.

THE SOLAR FURNACE

The insurmountable difficulties in our way when we
attempt to construct a thermonuclear furnace at home do